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EXPLANATION OF SERVICE AREA ORDERS AND DECREES

• Service Area Orders state that the Watermaster has the responsibility to supervise the distribution of water to the land areas 

defined in the Orders.   The Orders assigned a tract number to each land area (or place of use) defined in Decree paragraphs,

these numbers have been modified over time as tracts were added, excluded, split, combined, or otherwise modified.

• Decrees define the point of diversion, order of priority, rate of diversion and volume of water to be applied to the place of use.

• Orders to revise Service Areas should be approved by Superior Court whenever there is a change to the place of use.

• Supplemental Decrees should be completed whenever there is a change to the point of diversion, purpose of use or place of 

use.  Changes to Decreed rights do not necessarily require approval by the State Water Resources Control Board, although 

certain licenses, permits and funders require landowners obtain approval through the 1707 process implemented by the 

Division of Water Rights. 

• Page 245 of the Shasta River Decree defines the responsibility of the Watermaster and is the first page to an Appendix of 

Decree Tables that have been updated over the years and are now called Field Schedules.

• Both the Decree and Service Area Orders are necessary for determining the Watermaster’s scope and 

area of responsibility.





1933 ORDER CREATING…

…the various 

claimants to the waters 

of the Shasta River and 

its tributaries…

…established 

by decree…

Our Customers



1933 ORDER CREATING…

…the most practical and economical supervision of the 

distribution of water be accomplished…

Determined to be at the Point of Diversion

Our Task



1933 ORDER CREATING…

…district to be limited to and include all of the lands to 

which the above mentioned water rights are appurtenant…

Our Area



SHASTA RIVER DECREE, 
PAGE 245

…Each of these units can be administered 

more or less independently of the others during 

the low flow or critical period of each season…

Our Process



OUR  DILEMMA…
THE   WATERMASTER’S RESPONSIBILITY  IS  CHALLENGED   WHEN…

• Transactions to change the point of diversion, purpose of use or place of 

use are proposed without an assessment by the Deputy Watermaster or 

when not completing the necessary Orders or Supplemental Decree.  

• Refer to District policies regarding exception for temporary transactions 

exercised under W.C. Section 1011.

• Diversions of water that are outside the Watermaster’s scope and area of 

responsibility are being exercised during low flow conditions or at critical 

periods of time.



RECOMMENDED  SOLUTIONS…

• Create local management opportunities to improve confidence that flows 

required to meet downstream needs, including fish survival, can be 

accomplished.

• Complete Orders Revising the Shasta River Watermaster Service Area to 

finalize transactions implemented by the Department of Water Resources 

and add volunteer riparian water right users.

• Seek Safe Harbor and Incidental Take Protection for the District, its staff 

and participating customers.



QUESTIONS?

• Visit our website    sswatermaster.org

• Call our Business Office   (530) 331-1369, option 0

• Email us at     Manager@sswatermaster.org

Contact Us

mailto:Manager@sswatermaster.org

